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For Republican State Conventfons. '

The Ohio Republican State convention
meets in May. The Hon, CHARLES DICK,
the junior Ohio Senator in Congress, is
reported as saying that the Ohio Repub-
licans will at that time proclaim their
opposition to the principles of the
Esch-Townsend bill.

Mr. Dick may not have said so; and
his estimate of Ohio Republican opinion
as to the regulation of railroad rates
and the extension of the powers of the
Interstate Commission may or may not
be correct. It is desirable that the Ohio
Republican convention and every other
Republican State convention should
speak plainly as to this matterand other
important policies. Mr. ROOSEVELT'S
opinions are well known.
they personal? To what extent are they
shared by Republicans?

The House of Representatives of the

Fifty-eighth Congress passed the Esch- |

Townsend bill in double quick time,
knowing that the Benate would not pass
it. The members must have supposed
that there was a wild wave of popular
ardor for Government regulation of
railroad rates. Where is that popular
ardor? What proofs of it, even what

signs of it, can be shown? A few Legis- |

latures, “butting in” after their manner,

approved. They had no order from their |

constituents to do so. They jumped at
the conclusion that rate regulation was
popular. Is it?

There is muchsimulation of enthusiasm
for it among the Democrats, because
they hope to “put” the Republicans “in a
hole.* What is the prevailing Repub-
lican opinion? The Republican conven-
tions must say.

Possibly Republican politicians have
found already one class of persons not
enamored of rate regulation. The rail-
way employees don't understand how
you are going to put down rates with-
out putting down wages.

Our Derelict Island.

Hawaii, Alaska, the Philippines, Pan-
ama and even Santo Domingo and
Cuba, are all in greater or less measure
under the care and charge of some de-

ent or bureau in Washi .

is some one to whom it is possible
to go with a case or a claim, a protest or
a petition, concerning interests in al-
most any country in the world—except
Porto Rico.

This -fact found illustration a few
days ago when the secretary of thg
American Federation of Labor, acting in
behalf of that organization in our for-
gotten island, sought some door in Wash-
ington through which he could carry
his complaint of police interference with
meetings of Porto Hican strikers. With
the merits of Se retary MORRISON'S par-
tioular grievance we are not imme-
diately concerned. But he wandered, as
others ha'¢ about other matters, from
department to department, from bureau
to bureau, tv find some one who was in
any way responsible for afairs ih Porto
Rico, only to tote his little bundle home

again undelivered because there was none |

$0 whom he might confide it,

No department is either foster father
or guardiun of Porto Rico. It is out-
side the paleof the War Department, the
State Department, and the Interior De-
partment., ‘The Navy Department, the
Treasury, the Departmentof Agricul-
ture, acknowledge no responsibility for
it, and even the Department of Justice is
a bit shy on Porte Rican matters, The
Senate has a standing committee on
Pacific Islands and Porto Rico, but the
House has washed its handas of the place
beyond voting a desk and a chair for
the occupation of a resident commis-
giomer. The Apaches and the Oneidas
and all other brands of native red men
have a bureau in the Department of the
Interior. The Moro, the Tagal and

the Visayan have the Bureau of Insular ’

Affairs in the War Department. But the
Portg Rican has no administrative haven
wherein to anchor his eraft,

As far as Washington is concerned,
the verdant and sun kissed island is a
derelict. '

Willlam and the ﬁnrld'o Peace.

We pointed out some time ago that
if FREDERICK the Great, whose cynicism
was revealed unmistakably by the seiz-
ure of Silesia and the partition of Poland,
were living to-day he would doubtless
recognize In Russia's humiliation and
exhaustion an opportunity for his own
aggrandizement. It begins to look as if
WinLiaM I1. \ecoveting the laurels of the
greatest of Prussian sovereigns, may
soek to vie with him in astutehess and
rapacity.

It is evident from the attitude of the
German semi-official press that the hope
has besan caressed in Berlin that the
Eamranh Bay affair, even if it did not
drag France and England into the Far
Eastern war, and thus compel them to
waste their resources in a needless con-
flict, will have one of two results, either
of which would be likely to promote
German Interests.

It might, on the one hand, be expected
that if ¥France should fulfil a neutral's
duty by demanding peremntorily the im-
mediate withdrawal of ROJESTVENSKY'S
fleet from French territorial waters—he
arrived on April 14, or, as the Japanese
allege, on April 12, and he did not leave
until April 22—-she would exasperate the

sovereign and his people, and
thenceforth the dual alliance would be
non: L.

I, on the m;,ma.’u some

How far are |

-~

mendacious pretext--such as that any
point exists in the outer or inner harbor
' of Kamranh Bay which is more than
three marine miles from the shore, or
| that the SBaigon authoritjes are practi-
colly powerless to enforce compliance
with international law—should suffer
| ROJESTVENSKY to remain in a French
| haven until he could be reenforced by
| the squadron under NIEBOGATOFF, she
| would so exasperate Japan's British ally
| that the cordial undemstanding recently
established between France and England
raust give way to distrust and enmity.
| Fortunately, although Russian news-
| papers were allowed by the censorship
| to express indignation at the notion that
| ROJESTVENSKY was not at liberty to
. make as free use of an ally's harbors at
' the present critical conjuncture as he
made in the remote waters of Madagas-
car, Count LAMSDORFF, the head of the
St. Petersburg Foreign Office, perceived
that it was not Russia's interest, in her
own hour of weakness, to isolate her
French ally by depriving the latter of
England's friendship, and thus leave the
whole European Continent at the mercy
of Germany. It were better for the
RosmaNorps that ROJESTVENSKY'S fleet
ghould be sunk than that Germany should
acquire Russian Poland, or the Czar's
German speaking Baltic provinces, or
that by a seizure of Holland, and per-
haps of Belgium also, she should upset
permanently the balance of power in
! Europe. Even if Russia must renounce
the hope of ascendency in the Far East,
gshe may still have a great part to play
in European politics; for the latter role
it behooves her to keep a sharp eye on
Berlin.

When an order to leave Eamranh Bay
at once was transmitted from the Czar
| himself to ROJESTVENSKY one of the

plans attributed to Emperor WiLLIAM

was disconcerted. Evidently France
{ and England would not be drawn into
| the Far Eastern war, nor would their
| friendly understanding be in any degree
! disturbed. There remained the alter-
native scheme of so manipulating the
Morocco incident as either to humiliate
France or to provoke her to assume a
| position which would give the German
l Empire a pretext for attacking her. It
| was patent that if President LOUBET
| and Premier ROUVIER could be brow-
beaten into consenting to refer the Mo-
' rocco question to an international con-
| ference, M. DELCASSE, the best Foreign
| Minister that France has had for many
years, would be forced to resign, and
France herself would have to forego her
long cherished desire of ascendency in
Northwest Africa. By robbing France
of her most faithful and efficient servant,
| by inflicting upon her a grave loss of
| prestige, and by shutting her out from
| & tempting field of territorial expan-
| sion, the Kaiser might justly feel that he
| had gained a great moral victory. He
would have treated France as a suzerain
| treats a vassal disposed to show signs of
independence.
,1f, on the other hand, M. DEwcass®
t should retain the French Foreign Office,
. a8 he has been prevailed upon to do,
| and, while declining to submit the Mo-
| rocco question to an international con-
ference, should offer to give any reason-
able assurance that German interests
should not suffer from the Anglo-

French agreement, the Berlin Govern-
! ment, by refusing to negotiate on the
| subject, might intimate that it had a
' gerious grievance, and might cause a
| feeling of great uneasiness in European
| capitals as to what course it might pur-

sue to recoup itself In some other quarter

for ita pretended loss of privileges in

Moroeco. Under auch circumstanoces, if

Russia’'s last hope of winning control of

the sea should perish with the destruction

of RoJesTvENSEY'S fleet, the German
| Emperor might hold the moment oppor-
! tune for putting his formidable battal-
| lons to some profitable use.

It is earnestly to be wished, however,
that Emperor WILLIAM would bethink
" himself that if FREDERICK II. were re-

membered only as the ravisher of Sile-
. gia and the partitioner of Poland he
. would not have deserved the epithet of
“Great.” I he holds an illustrious place
in history it is not due to his acts of
aggression, but to his splendid achieve-
ments in the defense of his country
! against tremendous odds in the Seven

Years' War.

Do Rallway Directors Direct?
1 If President TUTTLE of the Boston and
| Maine railway syvstem was correctly
! reported as testifying in Washington

| that no railways had been chartered by |
' Congress, the Union Pacific and Northern |

Pacific, to which franchises were given
| by the Federal Government soms forty
| vears ago, had for the moment escaped
his attention. What was then enacted
by Congress regarding fixing rates may
bear upon the question which the Sen-
ate committee is now considering.

It may perhaps be fairly tenable that
under the Union Pacifio charter Congress
can act till that charter has been amend-
ed, and can interfere with the rates fixed
by the directors of the road, unless the
net income to be applied to dividends
shall excead 10 per cent. on the share
capital. The Northern Pacific charter
seems to put the rate fixing power abso-
| lutely in the hands of the directors so
| long as the original document remains
unchanged.

Probably those two charters are to be
taken as an indication of the geners]
opinion of the country regarding the
hands into which the rate fixing power
was to be placed, subject of course to
the common law which made the reason-
ableness of the rates demanded by com-
mon carriers, and fixed by themsalves,
always revisable by the judicial power
when complained against; but the courts
could only decide whether or not the rate
was a reasonable one,

The testimony recently given before
the Senate committee, if it has been ac-
curately reported, tends to show that
directors do not now establish rates, and
! do not even consider, as a rule, the facts
on which the reasonableness of pub-
lished rates depend.

Mr. MorAWETZ and President TurTLE
did pot, on that point, leave any doubt
so far as concerned the great railways
they represented before the Commission,
The existing usage in those companies is
for théshareowness, by proxy voting and

| direct voting, to choose directors, who
l seloct a president, and he appoints trafflo
| agents, who fix rates, make robates and
| discriminations, with or without previous |
consultation with him. That process |
| may, or it may not, be a faithful execu-
tion of the power reposed. by Congress |
in the directors of the Northern Pacifio |
road, for example, which is probably to i
| be taken as a fair example of State |
| legislation regarding rallway rates. \
Whether or not the modern exscution
by railway directors of the important
trust conferred on them by law has any- |
thing, or much, to do with the prevailing |
discontent with publisbed raillway rates,
rebates and discriminations, is one of
the things the Benate committee has to '
| discover. At the present moment it
| appears plainly enough in the testimony
| that railway directors do not personally
| direct in such matters as the Northern
Pacifio charter contemplated forty years

ago.

It s to be assumed that rafllway share-
owners desire that the rates published
or authorized by the officials whom the
shareowners seloct under the laws, and
who thereby become Government officers,
ghall be reasonabls and exempt from just
«criticism; and, when the rates are pub-
lished, that those sharcowners do not
wish them to be departed from till they
have been lawfully changed. The pre- |
sumption, therefore, must be that if there
are unlawful rebates and discriminations |
they must come to pass in violation of |
the (ntorests and wishes of the majority |
owners of the property by methods |
which have a little flavor of “division and
silence. ”

It is to be hoped that future testimony
before the Senate committee will illumi-
nate this branch of the subject.

One Grand, Sweet Song.

The balmy breath of spring and youth
and hope is blown from these sweet
words of the Albany Journal:

* Men whose mentality has kept pace with modern
progress, who keep In close touch with the world's
dolngs, who are alive to the duty which as citisens
they owe to the communiiies i which they live and
to thelr couniry, recognlze that politics }s what
men make it, And therefore {1 follows logically that
the better the men who take pari in practical poll-
Ucs, the better Iis quality must be.”

The better the men, the better the
politics. That is why the politics of the
Republican organization of New York
| State Is, and for some years has been,
so much better than good. “What is |
there in this for me?” the common, un-
| regenerate, low toned politician asks.
| The motto of the honored leder of the
| New York Republicans is: *How Can

I Do the Most Good?” He runs like a |

greyhound from the slightest suggestion
| of personal advantage or pecuniary |
| gain. What is best for the State? What
| do the people want? By pondering and
| answeri g these questions he has so- '
| cured and points with pride at what the
insurance companies call “past results”; |
and he keeps on unweariedly in the |
paths of rectitude and high endeavor. |

State expenditures are kept down. |
Extravagance is discouraged. Taxes
arelaid only togive the people the chance l
of showing their grateful appreciation
of the merits of the State Government.
Graft {8 a thing unknown. Successive

noble competition for the prize of civic
virtue. The interests of no part of the
State are sacrificed to those of any other
part. Business energy is not fined and
fettered. The most excellent govern~
ment for al! i{s the constant aim.

It may be true that & few grumbling
| voices are heard. Ther come from men
{ whose mentality has not kept pace with

modern progress, who are not touched
by the grand, sweet song heard at Al-
| bany and Newburgh.

Legislatures vie with one another in the |

The Bronx County Bill. |

Each year the residenta of Bronx bor- |
ough appeal to the Legislature to pass
a bill erecting that territory into a coun- ’
ty, and, although so far the plan has
| attracted but little attention, its promo-
| tars believe that in time they will have
| success. The Bronx has an area greater
| than Manhattan, with which it composes
| the present county of New York. Its

population is estimated at over 320,000,
| This is increasing rapidly, and its growth
| in the next few years will unquestion-
| ably be great, Even now its population
i and the assessed valuation of its prop-
| erty exceed those of Richmond and
| Queens counties combined. Only two
| counties in the State had a population in
{ 1000 as great as The Bronx, excepting |

New York, of which the borough forms a
part. These were Erie and Kings.

In support of the plan for the erection
of the borough into a county it ia pointed
out that at present no legal action in-
volving over $500 can be tried within
its territory, and no judicial sale of prop- |
erty in partition or foreclosure can be
held therein. The 820,000 persons living
there have no courts higher than magis-
trates' and justices' courts, and all of
their more important litigation must be
decided in the already overcrowded
courts of New York county, situated in
Manhattan. This causes inconvenience
and loss of time to litigants, lawyers,
witnesses and others interested in legal
causes, Another cause of complaint is
that the county offices are all in Man-
hattan, The Bronx helping to pay for
their maintenancé “without securing
the benefits” within the borough.

Many citizens of The Bronx believe
that thay could exercise a much greater
influence in political matters than they
now do if they could cut loose from New
York county. Under the present condi-
tions Bronx delezates count only as mem-
bers of tha New York county delezation
in State and district conventions, liable
to be bound against their wills by the unit
rule to actions which they do not approve.
With a county government of their ewn
The Bronx politicians would be able to
build up a machine strong enough to ‘
place them in & position to demand ‘
consideration.,

While The Bronx has many reasons
for wishing to be made a county, the
opposition to the project is general in
Manhattan, and until this isovercome
the plan is unlikely to be carriedout. |
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whose Btate the mule has brought inter. |

|

shipped to Africa during the Boer war, and | United States,” just issued s o bulletin by

national fame and local good fortune.
Eighty thousand American mules, many
if not most of them from Misaourl, were

Canal are to be forwarded from New Or.
loans. Local dealers there, it is reported,

expect that fully 10,000 will be needed. They |

are preparing to submit bids, and arrange-
ments are being made to bring in from
the plantations as many of the animals as
may be needel. A former Assistant Post-
master-Oencral 'u(}l do the purchasing,
and tho stimulus of thiy increased demand
is already manifest in Minsoark

Tue demand for Amerioan mules for Cuba,
for fouth Africa, for the Philippines, for
Manchuria, and more recently for Panama,
has added to their value in the domestio
market.

In 1595, ten years ago, by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture estimats, the value of
the hogs in the United States was $220,000,-
000 and of mmules §110,000,000—twioce as much
national wealth in hogs as in mules. This
year the estimates are: Hogs, $283,000,000;
mules, $251,000,000.

The American mule has gained recognl-
tion slowly. QOarlands at county fairs,
prizes at agricultural exhibits, and even
blue ribbons at live stook shows have not
advertised him. Modest merit has won Its

own way.
e —————

Chicago is & hearty towm, and Mayor
DuxNE's telegram to Mr., ROOSEVELT has
a hearty Chicago sound:

“ On behalf of the city of Chicago snd 1ta 3,000,000
people, 1 extend to you the hospitality of this eity
&t such & date as may be convenlent 10 you and
subjset to your epgagement with the clubs of this
elty.”

A fine cordial invitation; and worthy of
Chicago.

With the permission of THE 8ox, but
without its further participation in any
respect, an enterprising publisher of this
town, Mr. RoBERT GRIER COOKE, has col-
lected and reprinted in book form some of
the editorial articles which have appeared
hereabouts during a score of years past.
The title of the volume, “Casua! Essays of
TaE SUN," indicates well enough the prio-
ciple of selection; that is, the avoidanoe of
ocomment and discussion of the more serious
sort concerning political, controversial or
personal matters that depend for interest
upon the daily newspaper's chief function.
We do not feel curselves called upon to ex-
press an opinion of the merit of Mr. COOXE’S
idea that these casual essays constitute
literature fit for rescue and preservation
for future reference. We are limited by the
circumstances to admiration of the enthu-
s asm he has shown in the execution of his
project, and to hearty commendation of
his excellent taste and judgment in the
practical details of arrangement and typog-
raphy. Yet perhaps it is proper to add—
as it is oertainly gratifying to Tas SUN to
report—that many of our readers and es~
teemed contemporaries of the press seem
disposed to regard Mr. COOKE as a bene-
factor and the book as a boon.

1t is 100 far ahead to tell anything of lssues or
men for 1808, There are 100 many sudden changes
Iz politics for tuat.—Col. W. J. BRYAN of Nebraska.

Respeotfully referred to the Hon. CHABLES
WARREN FAIRBANES of Indiana.

A Wisconsin State Senator, on trial for
bribery, testified that much important
legislative business is settled In hotels and
saloons, and that the $100 he took for oppos-
Ing a barbers' license bill was used legiti-
mately in buying drinks, cigars and even
food. The Wisconsin Senate, apparently
refusing to admit the existence of the legis-
lative symposium, known to every sociolo-
gist, has adepted unanimously an order
requiring this Senator to show cause why
he should not be declared in coutempt of
the Senate and expelled or ctherwise pun-
ished. Dut suppose he pleads legislative
custom and privilege? As a board of ex-
pert political economists and general regu-
lators, would not the Senate do better to
regulate the price of drinks and cigars,
especially the former?

CE———

Disappearance of Fepular Geverament,

To Tis EptroR oF THE SUN—Sir: A befogred
oftizen socks lght from THR SuN, In the present
econdition of the party control in this State It seems
w me that wo are In fact ruled by an oligarchy
and that only the forms of popular government
remaln. The morigage tai bill is the latest [lus-
tration, but only one of many. Our ruler gives
his orders, and although sl of our city members
of Asscmbly declare their aversion to the measure,
yet they register thelr votes as directed. How
does this differ from reputed South American
methods except that South American presidents
are men more patriotic and purer thas Odell? The
political control of this great commonwealth Is
dictated by one man, for his personal advaalage,
and la violenoe of the popular will,

How can this atate of things be ecorrected? The
votes of the people If changed at the next clection
s0 a8 to bring In the Democratic nominee will only
substitute King Stork for King Log. Is not the
subsiance of popular goverament tending to dis-

| appear not only in this State but in others where &

party boss s absolute? [1 s Inconeeivable that any
other than & popular goveroment can find & place
in this country or that the American peuple will
surrender thelr birthright if shey kumow 1t Bul
bow are the destructive and polsonous tendencics
pow existing 10 be eliminated? As Bret Harte's

| Interiooutor asks, “Is civiization & fallure and

|s the Caucasisn played owt'™ Pray shed your
rays on TRUTEPUL JAMES,
NEw Yok, April 23

Punishment for False Alarm Ringers.

To THR EDITOR OF THN Suw-—-Sir. The violent
death of Frank, the veteran fire horse of Engine
83, sdding one more (raglo Incidens to the long
list of casuaities apparently Inseparable from the
efMctent handllng of the fire apparatus In our crowded
elty, emphasizes the need of drasiic measurce 0
prevent the turning (a of false alarms.

1 do not kmow what the preseat penalty for this
wanton mischicf ls, but It ought 1o be ten years &t
nard labor, Invoiving, as the offense does, the risk-
tug of lives and property,

The brutal Indifference to comscquences that
prompts the deliberate giving of & false fire alarm
s & mepace W us all, and offenders should be sub-
jected o an eniirely different kind of excitement
from (hat sought, & punishment that would impress
the most thoughtiess minds with the setiled con-
vietion tbhat our Fire Department, the pride of the

eity, Is not to be tampercd wilh, 4. W.E
New Yoax, April 22,
“Extended."
To T EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; All the news-

papers use the expression “extended” whea they
mean “lengithy™ or “loug.* Thus Mr. sand Mre.
Jones wil make an “extended” wedding trip. M.
Rouvier bad an “uxtended” conference with M.
Deloassd. 1f the Joneses bad started on thetr trip
with the intention of going only as far as Chicago,
but wenl ot 10 San Francisco, It was a8 “cxtendod”
trip. If M. Rouvier called on M. Deloassd with the
fdea of having half an bour's talk with him, but
stayed three hours, |t was an “catended™ confer-
ence, Please scoteh the animal before It gels W%
our dictionarics with an extended meaning.
NEw Yorx, Aprl 3. B P8

An 0Old Newspaper Goes Bravely Out of
Eusiness.
From the St. Powl Globe.

On the fArst day of May the publication of the
St Powl Glode will be discontinued. The reasons
for this slog out of ex) of a gread dally
pewspaper afler nearly thirty years of active life
are purely of & business vature, ‘The Globe will
endeavor to malntain, up to tis latest \ssu e, the aver-
age of workmanship and the devotlon to privciple
that bhave broughs to It so many cheering words
of appreciative praise. It will then pass oul of
the life of & community whose business Interests
cannot furnish the support neocssary (0 & respected
and honorable future, For it no other future
would bave any charm.

‘
1

{

\

| now hs mules for the work on the Panama | the Geologloal Survey, haa 33¢ pages,

| cause some of the chosen few to

A FEW AMERICAN NAMES.

The méoond editlon of Mr. Cannett's
“Origin of Certain Place Names in (he

and

makes a large addition to the funny, the
fantastic, the picturesque and the common-
place names that appeared In tho first col-
lection.  We should include in the common-
place the thousands of names of honest
burghers whose patronymios were em-
balmed in the town names with the addi- |
tion of *ville," *ton® and “burg.” Not |
more than half of the Jeffersons, Hamiltons, |
and Adamses are callod after the {llustrious |
bearers of those names; they ocommen o=
rate worthy plonsers who founded the
sottlements,

The Forty-niners who buflt & tent town
in a day were looking for a name when they
8aw the word *Bakery” painted onashingle.
They spelled the word backward and Yreka
is now the county seat of Slakiyou ocounty,
Cal. Bome Pennsylvanians and Yankees
happening to meet on a goodly site decided
to stay there, and the village they founded
in western New York still bears the name
Penn Yan. Anthomy’s Nose in the High-
lands is admired by all tourists on our
noble Hudson, but few of them know that
the name of the flne mountain commemo-
rates the remarkable protuberance on the
face of Anthony de Hooges. Salnt An-
‘hony Falls on the upper Misslsaippi were
80 named by a French missionary because
“of the many favors received through the
intercession of that saint.”

There is no end to the Marys, Margarets,
Adas and other names of wives, sweet-
hearts and sisters who were introduced
into our geographic nomenclature by their
ardent admirers; but there was neither
alfection, poetry nor imagination in giving
to a township in Illinois the name Sublette,
simply because the contract for grading
that part of the Ilinois Central Railroad
was sublet at that place.

Montana has a Hellgate River, which
was named Porte de 'Enfer by Father de
Smet, bLecauss when the Blackfeet In-
dians played the mischief among the set-
tlers they reached them by way of thé’
river. Tradition says that Coney leland
received its name from the number of
rabbits found there. One day Commodore
Perry put into a recess in Lake Erie with his
fleet, and the place has ever since been
known as Put In Bay. The name Dobbs
must be rather uncommon in Bweden, but
they say it was a Swede of that name who
owned a ferry across the Hudson, henoce
the name Dobbs Ferry in Westchester.

Our forefathers were in all their glory
when they monkeyed with foreign words.
The euphorisus name of Elsinore, a little
city in Riverside county, Cal merely &
corruption of the Spanish E1 8 .r, meaning
“the gentleman.®* But the: .ouched the
limit at & village in Arkansas, which ap-
pears on the maps as Darysaw, the early
Fnglish transliteration of the French Des
Ruisseaux, signifying *of the streamlets. *

JERRY BIDDLES.

A Memorial Wreath Lald en the Singer’s
Grave.
To tax Eprror oy Tum Buwx—§ir: About

——

Not One In the Word Coratrueied on Core
reet Prinelipies,
Genrge M. Govld, M. ., in the Medioal Rec ord

There 14 probably aot a papt’s daak in the
world constructed upou vorfect phrsl Nogie
principles Many approximate, but fall in
one or wore (mportant partionjars.  This s
because, with all of the interest, study and
invention which have been put into the work,
with all that has been written copcerning

| the vertical and slanting handwritings, there
has been no understanding of the physiology
of dextrality and dextrocularity, no compre= |
hension of the optie problem which controls

every posturo and goet

‘I'he wrong to the child began with the be-
ginniogs of nedagogy. Prior to this hand-
writing vas usually vertical, because without
a powerfully dominating necessity no adulta,
much less the shrewd monks, would have
bent themselves 1o the left and skewed their
vellum, tablet or paper at the absurd angle
now common with all writers. But when
school teaching began it was, of course, In
the houses or rooms of adults, and with their
tables, benches, forms or stools. No one then
dreamed of the pecul.ar child nature, not even
the size of the child's body. Hence, he sat
upon & bench or seat too Jow, or what amounis
to the same thing at a table too high, for the
height of his body, and at about the level of
his sternum, neck or chin. When compelled
to write he could do nothing at the desk ex-
cept by placing his forearm, and even his
elbow, upon the table.

Let an adult try to write sitting at & flat
table the height of his neck and he will real-
ize the child's predicament. With the arm
upon the table there can be no writing accom-
plished unless the head is canted to the left,
the body also, the paper placed askew, the
feet or one foot thrust out to lessen the strain
.5‘1 wrenching of the spine, the pen held at a
r

ping the holder in a Mstorted way.
that the right eye may have an unimpeded
}'ie' of the space in which the letters are g

or o

Think of the milllons of morbidly raised
right shoulders, the milllons of necks and
gccknhu- wrenched, with all the resultant

iseass, during the lasi four hundred years!
And stil coing on!

Most school desks are without lateral space
to the right o which the chr may be placed
oppo%ne the right shoulder when the 1y
and bead are erect and squarcly plaoed in
front of the desk, and not as now in
the face or chest.
to the right has always been the unr
need, and upon securing it the complete ostab-
lishing of the vertical style of h‘ndwrluna
will depend, as also the rescus of the chil
Lrom the bad postures and {ll health caused

the diabolic head tilting, right shouider
elevating, eve ruining, body bending, vis
ecramping, spine twisting, scoliosis provoking
postures which have come down to our tines.
1t will be uscless to demand of tha child
that he shall write vomm.ly. sit vertically
piace the paper souarly and not askew, uﬂ
opposite the median line of the body. No
human being can write in that way unle<s
the penholder is hald with the tip directed
toward the northeast, or urm right corner of
the paper, or even to tha vorth, all sure
to produce writer's cramp or other evil reo-
sults in & short time. In former timmes, as we
know, the children were cro r
side hy side ro that it was impos<ible to place

the pa 0, te the right side of
the b«?".nﬂ“' the body and head erect.
The hig! dnkunaedwwmpdw to he

npon the desk, the right ¢ to be

turned toward it, the left xide away from i,
the head and body bent to the lefy in order
to gain a clear view of the writing =pans of
the Ren int with the dominant eye. Fven
{:e at luk or table W:('h: \;:;

# resujtant posture & slan
chirography.

ABYSSINIA'S FUTURE.
Opportunity for & Great American Trade

With Menelik's Pespie.
To vae Enrror or Tur Sux—8ire A few

two years ago | noticed in an editorial in Tun
SUN a facetious allusion to the “poetry of
Jeremiah Biddles.” At that time I was in
Cape Town, Cape Colony, and I felt that 1 was
too distant to rush into the arena to the de-
fense of my honored friend. Now that I
have returned to my npative soll my first
task shall be to emblazon the good name of
Jeremiah Biddies.

Jerry—I always called him “Jerry,” as he
called me “Sam”-first swam into my ken
some thirty-five years ago, when he and I
were froshmen at Columbia College. He
was a gentle, retiring lad, spending most of
his time in the composition of verse. He
endeared himself to his classmates by his
pretty knack of weaving & song for every oc-
casion, whether It was st class day, the funeral
of afellow classman or & beer night. At any
collegiate function, sober or gay, Jerry would
be sure to be present, ever soccompanied by
his muse.

After leaving oollege Jerry and 1 drifted
apart for several years, Jerry writing ror
peveral magazines, whilo 1 entered the glue
business {n Buflalo, Nevertheless, we con-
stantly corresponded, | in prose, Je in
tﬁ‘no choicest verse. In 1885 ] returned to

ew
writing from morn tll night. Alns,
he could not stand the terrific strain long.
Jan. 3, 1887, he, who had promised t» indite
my “In memoriam,” breathed his last,

1 do not dare to quots any of Jerry's versos,
They are much too d for these benighted
days. | simply wish to lay my wreath at
hin grave. and trust that these lines may
e down
from their shelves a worm-caten volume
the “Poems of Jeremiah Biddles.* Tt will
well repay areading. SanurL Hoskixs.

New Yomk, April 21,

HOT BLAST FROM A TEXAN.

General Denunelation «f the Merals of
New Yerkees.

To vas Forrox O Tus ScW-St: In Dallas,
Tex,, the finest town In America. we haven't be.
Deved all that we heard about New Yorkers being
grafiers and cheap skates, but 1 reckon we'll have
10 revise our oplnlons afier the exhibition your
people made of themeelves Saturday. When
raln stopped e bal game Friday afternoon
Ban Johnson snd Frank Farrell, because they bad

| no raln ochecks—fine New York busiocss managr-

ment, thatl-announced that the 12,000 spectators
would be admitted free the pext day. Jobnson
and Farrell sald they put the fans on their hobor,
Well, the result ghows what New York “bowvor* i,
for 25,000 persons jammed into the grounda!

The 15000 graficrs who led thelr way into the
grounds weren't muckers, either. Your baseball
expert says: “There was no rough or yndesirable
eclemeat.” The crowd was made up of “solid and
res cltisena"—the men who pay fers W0
policemen for the privilege of breaking your laws,
she grocers who sand the sugar, the druggists who
substitute dirt for drugs, the get-rich-quick opers-
tors—all your *solid and rrspectable” trades and
professions were representod. It was & chance
mrgmuwummmm“.
to grab.

There isn't another town in the counfry, unless
1t is Chicago, where such an exhibition would bave

Ssturday. You did 1t because with you expedicucy
takes the place of morals and every kind of & game
s allowed. The only thing you ebject w0 s belng
caught. You're a swell Jot,

The men who lied themselves Into the ball park
would plek pockets or blow safes if they weren's
efrald of detection. Now, | don't wonder your
police and other city employees are rotten. They're
your servants, and, "Like master, ke man.”

Naw Yonx, April 23, Eavay Conrwrm

The Veloe of Nature.
(As heard by & denison of the city)

ork and found Jerry (n his prime, |

days ago | read an artide in your paper,
{ signed by Oscar Croshy, datad April 17, Un-
| der the heading, “Observation in Ahyssinia,”
and while | agree on some points with Mr.
, Crosby, 1 would like to call bis attention to
| this point, that in the last (i ve years conditions
| in Abyssinia have some way changed.
T left New York Nov. 22, 100}, sad arrfved
} last week from & trip to that country. | have
traveled the road by way of Jihutil, Direb-
Dacuah and Harur, to Addis Abeba, through
the Abyssinian Alps, and retarmed by the
way of the Desert of Daskali, and had an
opportunity to study the country [(rom the
|
|

third side.

Mr. Crosby is mistaken when he says that
the mil rns ur 1o Harar. The termi-
nal station of the Fthlopian rail is Direh-

Daoush, which city was founded aboui two

yoars ago, end i» now the finest buily eity of
byesinia, fituated at the distance
lometers from Jibudl  This rajlroad is

count of lack of riatenal for transportatioan,
but on account ef management. "{ho
railroad shouvia be bt up to Addis
Abeba n order 1o become & paring_aseet.
With the railroad broushi up from Direh-
Daouah direct to Addis Abeba, via the Desert
of Dankali, Harar will some day disappear
| and all the ras products of W country will
H co“g' :.i.n‘;n tod buL.Lf o et o
itY the cpinion ¢ r. Crosby or
the death of Kineg Menelik & troublesome
| state of affairs will arise n Abywsinia 1 exn-
not arree, either, as Ras Mekonnen s slated
| by all the inhabitaris and chiefs to be the
. suecessor to King Menelik. enly $rouble
| that may arise is'that the Eu Pow
I will contemplate,

| ing an American diplomatic representatve
at Addis Abeba.

I also disacree with Mr. Crosby en th
treaty question, s« | am firmly comvim
that our treaty with Abvssinia is of {m~

rtance to our commerce, aAnd wihile we are
| hot lowing our time try n& ta serab land in
| Abyesinia, we are and will be the only
who can dom‘l. ate commerce (n that

1 have stod.od Abyesinia from
points of view bave found t
do our American manufacturers have
e Bieds of minerain And Precieas. ponem:
fof & nde of minerals a nes,

which can eas/|v be worked as :rl asthe rall-
road is broughs up to the capital.

Bome plantatinns, called sohocl plantetions
have been started at Aramalka, in the middie
of the Desert of Dankall, gnd 1 was
surprised to find the successful results w
}her have given inside of six months |

ound there all kinds of fruits and trees, fo-

utry.
erent
only

cluding tropical and northiern ~a
Abyssinia is aleo very rich in all ds ef
precious woods. Under such co uar can-
‘s trees

pot agree that the plums of Menell
Exr

are overvalued, L GmaxscRocK.

Nxw York, April 33,
TAXATION.

Appeal for Funds to Educate Legisintors
and the Publle.

To s Eorrorn or Ts Scx-§ir: The
Governor has sigued the stock transter fax
biL The next step is to modifly or repeal (t.
It 18 doubtful if this pext step will be taken
by those most Interested. There has been
s persistent snd systematic aritation and
education on the subject of taxation fer the
past twelve rears, aud the stock brokers have
been conspicuously absent. With & few exvep-
tions they have peither contributed nor exe
pressed any interest whatever, and they are
getting exactly what they need as well as

deserve.

The real estate men have taken in-
terest in the question o lmaon‘ In !l'-’l.
the Astors were one of the cortribdtors
to the educational work, lm‘ George R. Read

nd some cther leading brokers have alwa

played sn intelligent public apiris on tg
queation.

Years

a th: New York '!\x“l'!dbrm Anso-

| on, when we had escaped

| listing bill, rmwm:k mm same t'v;
that had produced that flower would produce
others equally injurious, started to teach whe

| rool-le and or the workers in the ‘F

,amuo!athuld-lbhm . 1o

| this association has such miser-
LAl $16,000

your, trans-
. S ey
worse ia to the crodit of this uon

mortgare tax iﬁ

Thers i no use in crying over eplt milk
but ight '&n..r. b on A
and as 10N &8 there ary men whe

to mive their time and sistent [
promotion of wise [exiala '-'3"’ ]

et least to give them t *
spendine now nds of where

un six mon ago woul ve been
more effective, e our defensive
work either whe Im: ale ger i

ﬂ;‘::":" ar {m le in the bo
le r o -
ere when they attempt to | pon“funh:r
“ordonl on the processes of e or produc-
)
Nrw Yong, April 23, o e
Modern Strie.
The horee locah bath three daughters,
But really It is fusny,
Whils two
T

THE SCIi0o0l. DESK. '

ted abnormal nn&o and the han rllﬁ-. |

ront of |
This lack of lateral space | ET

really in a suruerling condition, not en ao- '

ers | on the northwest edge of the

after the death of
Menelik, dividing the country between ‘{:'-.‘
selves. This can easily be avoided by har- l

MUNICIPAL CIRCUS Now.

| wrick Dog In the Bame Cage With Hattie,
{ the Trick Elephant,

A performink dog was sent to Director
Smith of the Central Park menageris yes-
terday moming and he ordered it put in the
stall of Hattie, the young trick elephan!
Hattlo eyed the stranger with a good dea!
of curiosity, as though expecting trouble
but her inspection seemed to satisfy her that
the dog was not meditating an attack upon

| her.
The dog did not concern himself much

in the winter quarters of a circus to go
through various performances with ele-
phants and before the day was over it was
| ghown that Father Knickerbooker now has
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& moment.

the
the elephant’s trunk in
sent her to the other end of the stall until
he had satisfied his own thirst. The rest
of the day he bossed the pachyderm with
the eatest assurance. elephant
su tted to all his w hims.
In the afternoon Snyder gave a public
performance of the tricks Hattie has learnad
and then started to pui Jerry through the
stunts he bad been taught to do with other
hants. Jerry first walked about the
on his fore feet with his hind legs in
then be got on Hattie's back while
wal . Bhe obi‘:cuod at first.
tie crawled like a baby about the
Jerry followed with his paws on

' difficult stunt was for the dog
bout each hind foot as Hattie
ut u;e o&c.lolu:;. E‘rl:lh had
training for t and seve

bad a narrow escape. As the two
get better aocquainted their joint

performances will be extended.
BUOYS TO CUT HAWSERS

Since the Towhoat Men Ingist en Towing
With Leng Lines.

The 00 fathormn hawsers that are used

by ocean going tugs in bringing tows into

EaeE
agﬁ

£
1

i

inboma.nd carry them out of position, -

making trouble for pilots snd steamaship
| captaing and sometimes imperiling the
| ships thermmelves.
l Capt. Mackenzie, inspector of the Third
| Hghthouse district, which comprises the
harbor of New York, thinks that hereafter
| the towboat men will stoer clear of the
buoys. The to wboatmen refused to shorten
| their ha waers after getting inside the Hoek.
otherwise it would not be necessary to
use & new form of buoy, devised by George
i"ymgabo- blacksmith at the light-
| house station at 'l‘o"ngk'innﬂh- The :?y
is of the pun , with fourq abowe
the eurface z?pomnc the WOD the
cutsie edges of the uprighta are sharp
| stre] teeth that will cut any hawser that

| happens to get foulof them.
| ﬂ'.-r is & valuable aseet to a tugboat,
| and it is thought that careless pilota will
Jmu foul the new buoys more than once
The experimental buoy will bo£n in place
mer 8l
| afew days.
Congress refused to pass a bill compelline
the tughoat men to shorten their lines after
tting into the harbor, and that is why
& Ilénhoun folks had to protect them-
mives with the hawser chewors.

OPPOSE FIREPROOF WOOD LAW.

Bafiders and Architects Object o &
Soetion of the Bullding Code,
Builders and architacts of this city sre
seeking relief from the requirements of
Section 106 of the Building Code, which
ealls for “fireproof” wood in buildings
move then 150 feet high, and many of them

sddressed letters to Fire Comunis-
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eompanics do not recoguize it
uable, that wood cannot be perma-
nently fireproofed and that the chemicsls
n* * destroy the strengih

of wood.
Among those who have written to Com-
miseioner BARO::. the George A. Fuller

13
£
:

i

Company, the -Starrctt Company.
Charies g‘ Wills mn A. Cowen, Nor-
cross Brothers, V. J. Helden & Son, The

Letters
to the Commissioner are lmomﬁun;od by

S S -

CRIME NOT INCREASING.

Number e¢f Prisoners Awalting Trin Kept
Pown Under Jerome.

Btatistics of the District Attorney's
office for the first three years of Mr. Jerome s
administration prepared by Chief Clerk
Heoneberry show that 12,179 indictments
were disposed of and that the average
pumber of persons charged with felony
in the Tombe each day was 178, the lowest
on record. In the three years the county
has saved about $20,000 in maintenance of
prisopers by resson of the reduction of thia
sverage number. The statistice do not
show an increase of crime propo:tionate to
the increasse of population, In 1004 §7
persons were convicted of homicids. In
the last ten years there have been 200 homi-

cide eon

1n 1904 there were 1889 arreste for violi-
tions of the liguor tax law. The Magistrates
dLl:bur!'d 1300 ners and hell 600 for
trial. In Epecial Besslons there were 409
convictions; 170 cases were dismissed by the
Grand Jury., In Sessions with »
ury there was not one conviction and bi*
our pleas of guilty were entered. )

Over $02.000 was ©0l od on forfeited
bonds. The fines collected amounted to
14,625, The *Bureau of Special Sesaions

ormations® has put s stop to the dis-
missal of cases on demurrer because of

|
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